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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acl^nowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), wliicli 
papers have been placed of record in tine file. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of invention 1 , claims 1 5-24 in the reply filed 
on 7/23/08 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 19 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. The term "range of tolerances" in claims 19 and 23 are is a relative term which 
renders the claim indefinite. The term "range of tolerances" is not defined by the claim, 
the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and 
one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. The examiner will review the claims as best understood. 

6. Further, applicant is claiming numerous distinct embodiments with the 'and/or/ 
terminology. Every distinct embodiment claimed must be shown. Applicant must point 
out: 

• Fastening of lock unit to assembly support 
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• Fastening of outside actuating unit to the assembly support 

• What is {fastened?} to the lock unit??? 

• Examiner cannot follow this claim - applicant must clearly explain what is being 
claimed. With multiple to the... and/or to... examiner doesn't know what goes with 
what, (see above). 

The assembly support as claimed in claim 15. wherein a fastening of the lock unit to the assembly 
support and/or of the outside actuating unit to the assembly support and/or to the lock unit 
permits positioning of at least one of the lock unit and the outside actuating unit within a 

predetermined range of tolerances 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 15-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Benoit et al. (US 5,095,659). Benoit et al. disclose an assembly support (50) designed 
for fastening to a body shell of a vehicle door of a passenger vehicle equipped with a 
locking system comprising a lock unit (57) of the locking system fastened to the 
assembly support, and an outside actuating unit of the locking system coupled to the 
lock unit via an operative connection (81) wherein the assembly support, when fastened 
to the body shell, closes an installation opening left open on the body shell (Fig. 1), and 
wherein the outside actuating unit is fastened to at least one of the assembly support 
and the lock unit (Fig. 10); [claim 16] wherein the outside actuating unit is designed in 
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such a manner that, with the assembly support fastened to the body shell, an outside 
door handle of the locking system can be fastened from an outer side of the vehicle 
door through an outer skin of the body shell to the outside actuating unit (column 8, last 
line- Column 9, line 7); [claims 17 and 21] wherein the lock unit is fastened to the 
assembly support by way of a first adaptor (65, Fig. 9); [claims 18 and 22] wherein the 
outside actuating unit is fastened to the at least one of the assembly support and the 
lock unit by way of a second adaptor (77); [claims 19 and 23] wherein a fastening of 
the lock unit to the assembly support and/or of the outside actuating unit to the 
assembly support and/or to the lock unit permits positioning of at least one of the lock 
unit and the outside actuating unit within a predetermined range of tolerances (Column 
9, lines 3-7); [claims 20 and 24] wherein functionality of the lock unit, the outside 
actuating unit and the operative connection is tested and adjusted when the assembly 
support is finished and has not yet been fitted into the vehicle door (Column 3, lines 48- 
65) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeff Tang whose telephone number is (571) 270-5223. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Katherine Mitchell can be reached on (571 ) 272-7069. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/KATHERINE W MITCHELL/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3634 

/J. T./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3634 



